Although a new
attendance
policy, created
to discourage skipping
school, gave a reward
of exam exemptions,
skipping still occurred.
Students elected to
stay out of school to
escape pressures from
school, peers, family
members, or money.
Chad Ralstten said,
"Sometimes I just need
time to be on my own
(away from school) to
work out my prob-
lems."
"Just for fun" skip-
ping also remained
popular. Students
spent their "Free" days
spending time at the
beach or just hanging
out with their friends.
Allison Tetrault said,
"I've skipped a few
times whenever it
looked like a nice day to
go to the beach and
better my tan."
Public places, such
as the beach, could
pose the threat of run-
ning into parents,
neighbors, or other offi-
cials.
Jennifer Matteo said,
"While at the beach, a
police officer asked me
and my friends where
we're from, and we just
told him another state
and he left us alone."
George Hunt said,
"My friend and I were
just driving around and
we recognized my
neighbor's car in front
of us. He saw us but
luckily he didn't tell my
parents."
In spite of the possi-
bility of getting "bust-
ed," the allure of a "free
day" still called stu-
dents. ?
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